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Land Use

The waterfront land of cities on navigable waterways may be the
cities' most valuable physical assets, and for many cities they
have been fundamental to urban renewal. Many cities have
redeveloped their waterfronts with parks, stores, hotels, and condo-
miniums. As a result, ports are experiencing more competition for
waterfront land, port access roads have become more congested by
the cars of tourists and shoppers, and old and new neighbors are
attempting to restrict the noise and rail and truck traffic generated by
ports. Some opportunities can be used to keep these developments
from restricting port access in the future. The Intermodal Surface
Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA) allows for the preservation of
rights-of-way along transportation corridors; some states and munici-
palities are actively protecting maritime uses through protective zon-
ing; congestion management techniques can be used to keep traffic
from clogging port access routes; and ports can work more actively
with local and neighborhood groups to resolve their differences.

IMPEDIMENTS
Rising Land Values
Background

Baltimore's Inner Harbor revitalization is a notable example of the
effort to attract commercial investment to urban waterfronts, but it is
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